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Remarks 

Minor corrections have been made to claims 12, 15 and 2 
xided to this application. Therefore claims 1-26 are now n 



Claims 1-4, 13, 14, 16-19, and 2 1-23 have been rejected under 35 I 
v : . 291 S49 Schc e\ sta k , > 



-espiraior rna.sk iO includes a mask body 12, an exhalation valve 14. and a snap harness 16: 
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i fie mask oooy j .;. a; a nonary mokteo memoes ca a tana rwm plastic and aas overran I ued 
portions 1 8 arranged around the inner face area of the mask to form a robber-dike flange men 

\ ^ cc es ~ x 47 g es 

illustrate exploded views of biter cartridges or cartridge assemblies thai can be used with the 
mask of Figure 1 : 
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^ ^ . _ v w % \ 48 when isec in 

combination v , , . „ _ e o . ^ v. _ s 

Applicants claim terms ''compliant faced contacting member", "face piece mserff ''fluid 
com na, cmv; ^ncnl , ami "musk bod> ' am ieprem.ccb ob.e^ .or - of v>" rerce 

"compliant race contacting member' means the portion of a mask body 
that engages the facapiece insert directly or otherwise and is compliantly 

^ uaci\sitli a person's lace to allow the nsask m \ 
comfortably supported over a person's nose and mouth. 

w p v\- ■ \0 ^ . s . " 

the mask body x> is made separate from the compliant lace contacting member to 

. v ... . v. .sec ed thereto. 

I - t c t component " earns an el emeu that is structured to 

alkm a fit b m m.-\ : "o n ar am - N gas space U an e> .cm - \.. . t \ vc 
versa. 

"mask body" means a structure that can lit over ihe nose and mouth of a 
person and that can help define an mterior gas space separated from an exterior 
gas space. 

m the Office Action, the Examiner identifies Scholey's filter cartridge 24 as being a "fluid 

•> mem ui^. . , v , N w v 

an o ob ly g.c,r . . - l ;m b'.tc- can ddge fhe defimt t i. fink 
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^ ppHc at » I 7 995 _ V v; , _ 

pp cants' specification and cr^c- .e, ,.\ too nhicr 

parts 24 and 26 are clearly pans of the filter cartridge, they do not qualify as a fluid 
disclos omenuuc .a.; — v 

oee >m. c v > would not iaveant:c c u .... e 

terms of 3 5 USC § 102. 

Claims 5-12, 15 and 20 also have been rejected under 35 USC § 103 for being obvious 
over Scholey. Applicants respectfully submit that this rejection too cannot be sustained. As 
indicated above, Scholey fails to suggest a fluid communication component that is secured to th< 
supporting port e insert. Witho y ic-ehmg or sag^,. 

o t . s V . , , , , . v S c 

person of ordinary skill 

d cas»c vuo b.^i;\o .... 
provided above. 

- aft nitied 



ipu,; A:: " By:_ 



Karl G. Hanson, Reg. No.: 32.9* 
Telephone No.: 651-736-7776 



